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The start to March has been busy and very 
exciting here at PlantTech, as we prepare to bring you 
even more market leading products. IT’S A BOY! A big 
CONGRATULATIONS to Steve Amery (National Customer 
Service Manager) and his wife Kate on the safe arrival of 
their little boy, Lachlan Steven Amery born on the 5th March.

In this edition of Emerging News, we will be profi ling one of 
our leading new lucerne variety, Saturn, introducing our new 
Lucerne Guide, highlighting the excellent NVT results for Bra-
vo TT canola and discussing the benefi ts of Venus Lucerne.

SATURN - Highly Winter Active, 
with exceptional production

KEY ATTRIBUTES
•  Highly winter active, with a dormancy rating of 9
•  Suited to highly productive short term perennial 
   rotations
•  Superior winter herbage production
•  Excellent re-growth after cutting or grazing
•  Excellent seedling vigour and erect growth habit
•  Highly palatable and digestible feed
•  Excellent range of pest and disease resistances

Saturn will establish very quickly and will provide excellent 
year round herbage production compared to other varieties 
currently being used in Australia. Saturn differs from other 
highly winter active varieties in the market as it is extremely 
well suited to high rainfall areas, or irrigated areas and it 
produces high quality hay and silage. Saturn is particuar-
ly well suited to short term lucerne rotations of 3-4 years 
and demonstrates multiple pest and disease resistances, 
which is an important feature of improved lucerne varieties.

This combination of attributes will allow 
Saturn to deliver improved productivity and forage 
quality over a wide range of environments. Saturn is par-
ticuarly  suited to traditional hay production zones but can 
also be successfully used in rotational grazing systems.

NEW RELEASE

VENUS LUCERNE - Persistence simply 
Outstanding!

Venus, a semi winter dormant lucerne with a rating of 5, is know 
for its exceptional persistence and productivity in dryland 
conditions. Venus is an excellent option as it ben-
efi ts farmers who require a high level of persis-
tence from season to season. It produces very 
well in those dryer times when it is most required. 

Another major benefi t which contributes to its high 
productivity is Venus’ low lying crowns which makes it well 
suited to grazing situations and has on average a crown size 
25% larger than most other semi winter dormant varieties.

Venus is a superior replacement for Hunter River and 
has been selected for  its multiple pest and disease re-
sistances and herbage production. The benefi ts of grow-
ing Venus are endless, great persistence, excellent pro-
ductivity, high plant density and resistance to major pest 
and diseases. Overall Venus is a defi nate performer!
Grower Commentary
Lucerne varieties have been grown for the 
last four generations on our farm. After much 
consideration of varieties Venus has been grown 
since 1999. The main reason for choosing Venus was 
its high aphid resistance, excellent persistence and a 
low spreading crown which gives it a lot more plant 
production. After 6 years, plant density is still at 70%.

Overall Venus is a variety I wouldn’t 
hesitate recommending in any region where suited.

Bill Rowett
Marrabel, SA




