
ANGEL
Strand Medic

MEDIC

KEY ATTRIBUTES
• Only medic available with tolerance to

sulfonylurea (SU) herbicide soil residues 

• Early flowering cultivar that produces large
quantities of highly nutritious herbage

• Good insect resistance to Blue Green 
Aphid and Spotted Alfalfa Aphid

• Hardseeded, suited to crop/pasture rotations 

• Ideal replacement for Herald
and Harbinger

• Performs particularly well on low 
– medium rainfall neutral-to-alkaline soils

KEY BENEFITS 
✔ Greater flexibility in crop rotations, Angel can be sown the

year following cereal crops that have had SU herbicide use.

✔ Crop rotations can be more productive and potentially
shorter as growers no longer have to wait a year to get
pasture established.

✔ Angel has the ability to take advantage of the residual weed
control of SU herbicides in the establishment year resulting
in legume dominant pasture with fewer weeds.

✔ Angel will become a significant tool in the management of
Branched Broomrape and Bladder Campion as growers
can establish Angel SU into treated paddocks.

ADAPTATION
Angel is adapted to a large area of Australia’s farming zone. It
is best suited to loamy sand through to loam soils that are
slightly acidic to alkaline and receive more than 275mm of
annual rainfall in southern enviroments. The same soil
requirements and annual rainfall of 375mm is required in
northern Australia. Angel will grow well in any area currently
growing Herald or Harbinger.

BREEDING OF ANGEL MEDIC
Angel was bred by John Heap and Chris Preston (CRC for
Weed Management Systems, University of Adelaide) and
further developed by Jake Howie and Craig Bell (SARDI
Pastures) with support from GRDC. It will be released
through the  Australian Pasture Alliance (APA). The APA is
a joint venture of SARDI and Seedmark which is focusing
on providing pasture options that deliver real benefits to
Australian farmers. Angel is evidence of this commitment.

Angel with its world first annual SU tolerance technolgy is
patent pending (Australian Patent Application Number
2007200148). It was conventionally bred and is a mutant
derivitive of the popular strand medic Herald.

Angel is a new strand medic (Medicago
littoralis) bred from the variety Herald, which
has demonstrated excellent tolerance to soil
residues of various sulfonylurea herbicides.
Sulfonylurea (SU) herbicides such as triasulfuron,
chlorsulfuron and metsulfuron-methyl are used extensively
in the cereal-livestock zones of temperate Australia. This is
because they are cost effective, safe-to-apply and provide
useful levels of residual activity. Unfortunately, in low rainfall
alkaline conditions, residual activity can persist beyond a
single cropping cycle, as breakdown by biological activity
and chemical hydrolysis is significantly reduced under
these conditions.

Patent 
pending


